ST. BERNARD’S

NEWS LETTER

Dear Parents and Carers,

At the midway point of this term, it is great to stop and take a look at what has been happening at St Bernard’s so far. As always, school is a busy place
and I thank everyone — teachers, parents and students - for making this such a great place to spend our day. We also look forward to events still to come
including: Outdoor Classroom and Pioneer Dress-Up Day on June 4th, Cross Country on June 7th, Musica Viva Eastwinds music incursion on June 21st,
and the interschool Cross Country event, which St Bernard’s is hosting, on June 25th. But for now, I hope you enjoy sharing some of the highlights at St
Bernard’s since our last newsletter.

EDUCATION

Dancesport: I often call Dancesport Week the best week in the school calendar and last week was the case, with the school filled with music and activity
as Debbie-Anne from Humphrey’s Dance School took the students through their paces to learn dances new and old in time for our concert on Friday
afternoon. As always, we were so impressed with the students’ ability to learn the new dances and perform so confidently on Friday. It has now been 10
years since we started Dancesport with Debbie-Anne, and we look forward to another 10 wonderful years. Thank you to our amazing P&F which makes
Dancesport possible at St Bernard’s.

Loose Parts Play: Loose Parts Play is an important component of St Bernard’s play-based and inquiry approach to education, and I am excited to
announce that our Loose Parts Play shed in the Nature Playground is almost ready to open for business. A big thank you to our staff who cleaned and
sorted the shed on Tuesday and a special thank you to Roy and Ron Donaldson from Donaldson Mechanics who constructed and installed a ramp to enable
the trolleys and bins holding the loose parts equipment to be easily wheeled in and out. On May 30th we welcome back Jonny from Loose Parts Play WA
to engage our students and staff in how to use and manage the wonderful loose parts provocations on offer.

Reptile Incursion: Thank you to the St Bernard’s P&F for hosting a reptile incursion with Nathan from Swags ‘n Wags in Katanning recently. This was a
chance for staff and students to get up close and personal with the large collection of reptiles Nathan had brought with him, as well as learning a great deal
about snakes, their habitats, lifestyle and safety. Special thanks to Helen Collins of the P&F for organising the incursion and assisting on the day.

Bush School Regeneration Project: You may have noticed the large rocks being put into place along the boundary of our Bush School area. This is the
first step in a larger regeneration project, which will see the land in Bush School planted with a range of native plants and trees. Our Bush School has
taken shape over the past three years as our students have claimed spaces within the land for different activities — the building corner, mud pit, yarning
circle and teepee time-out to name a few - and now we are keen to build on and enhance this work with important regeneration of the land. Thank you to
Mrs Sumner for her commitment to guiding this work, and to Neville and Kaylene Smart for the donation and delivery of the rocks.

CATHOLIC IDENTITY

Service and Ministries: At St Bernard’s we have a commitment to service, following in the steps of Catherine McAuley and the Sisters of Mercy charism
which forms our school, and this is evident in both our student leadership ministries and our class commitments to a service project.

This year, our PP class will continue their work with the Kojonup Shire gardeners on projects to beautify the Kojonup landscape; our Year 1/2 class will
work with the Myrtle Benn committee on regeneration projects; the Year 3/4 class will visit Springhaven, and our Year 5/6 class will continue their work
in the church and its grounds.

Our student leaders are also exploring the service aspect of their ministries with the Environment Ministry assisting with the Containers for Change project
and the Service Ministry members helping to put out and bring in the school bins each week.

We also see service being demonstrated in our Library monitors who received their badges at today’s assembly. These students give up their lunch time on
Mondays to assist Mrs Sumner with library tasks. Additionally, Book Club members with Miss Taplin on Wednesdays often perform library tasks, and this
week visited the K/PP students to read books at lunchtime.

Easter Stations of Glory: Thank you to our Year 5/6 students who led the Easter Stations of Glory liturgy on Friday 3rd May. This liturgy reminded us
that the Easter season in the Church extends for seven weeks beyond Easter Sunday and follows Jesus’ journey after his resurrection, culminating in the
celebration of Pentecost this Sunday.

STEWARDSHIP

Capital Development Project: Work is continuing on our Capital Development plan to build a new multipurpose room at St Bernard’s. New architects
have been appointed and preliminary plans drawn up. Early costings have been received and we are now reviewing the plans prior to preparing documents
to go to tender. It is anticipated the building, which will be located alongside the administration building, will provide a learning space for Art, Drama and
Science, as well as STEM activities. We are hopeful that it will provide a space for our weekly playgroup and for whole school assemblies and activities
when they need to be held indoors.

COMMUNITY:

P&F: Many thanks to our wonderful P&F for the great support provided already this year, including the successful Easter raffle at the end of Term 1; the
reptile incursion in Week 3, Term 2; funding our Dancesport week and providing scones, jam and cream for Mother’s Day at last week’s Dancesport
Concert; and financial support for teacher wishlists, student Leavers’ shirts, and the Year 5/6 camp. The P&F will also provide soup and buns after the
Cross Country event for staff and students, and will coordinate catering for the interschool Cross Country event. As always, the staff and students at St
Bernard’s are very grateful for the amazing support we receive from the P&F.

God Bless,

Mrs Marino


Sharon.Marino
Cross-Out


Where isFlat Stanley?
Year 3/4 Class

At the start of this term, the Year 3/4 class read the book Flat Stanley. It is about a boy who

had a bulletin board fall on him whilst he was in bed asleep. When he woke up, he was uninjured,
but FLAT! He found that he quite liked being flat, as he could slip under doors, fly like a kite, etc.
The students and Mrs Donaldson, all made their own Flat Stanley and pinned them to the wall in
the classroom.

However, one morning when the students arrived at school, Mrs Donaldson's Flat Stanley was gone!
The only clues that were left were a picture of Flat Stanley on our playground and a note informing
us that he had enjoyed his time in our classroom, but that he had left for another adventure.

Once the students found this note, they ran out of the classroom frantically looking for clues for
where Flat Stanley had gone. They found the word 'recycle' written on a tree leaf, near the part of the
playground that Flat Stanley had been photographed.

However, after running around and looking in and under the recycling bins, there was still no sign
of Flat Stanley.

Then, mysteriously, when the

students arrived back at school

after a long weekend, they found a

post card that had been posted to the

classroom. It was from a lady

informing us that she had seen Flat

Stanley in Auckland, New Zealand. She also shared some information about him climbing the Sky
Tower, how he had seen the kiwi birds and how he had left with a tourist to join them on their holiday.
The following week we received another post card, this time from Gambia,

West Africa, then another one the week after, informing us that he was in

Oregon, USA, and just this week, we received a post card stating he was in

Stuttgart in Germany. Each week, when we have received a new post card,

the students have been researching the different places Flat Stanley has been

seen, and learning about their climate, native animals, location on

the world map, interesting facts and tourist sites.

We are all very excited for next week, to see if we receive another post card

from someone who has met Flat Stanley on their travels.



Year 5/6 Woodman Point Camp

Year 5 and 6 Camp Woodman Point
Gypsee — I am glad that I was able to come and join in camp.
Brax — My best memory of camp was playing footy in the ocean with the teachers.

Elsie - I loved raft building... I fell off the raft a few times... it was fun.

Alex - Rock climbing on all the different levels was a challenge and I loved overcoming my fears.

Grace — My favourite memory from camp was Search and Rescue. It was fun trying to find all the pieces of the code,
communicating with the other team on the two-way radios and trying to catch and avoid the enemy was also a lot of fun.

Scott — My favourite activity on camp was archery.

Daisy — The best part of camp was building a raft and accidently falling off. The second activity I liked was Search and Rescue where
we had to find all the remnants to get a code and the enemy jumped out to scare us and take one of us prisoner.

Jayden - I liked the flying fox in Williams. I also enjoyed visiting Fremantle. The Clinker Challenge and Search and Rescue were the
best though.

Xkyze — My favourite thing from camp was Search and Rescue, because of the walkie talkies. They were fun to use to communicate.
It was also fun having to link arms so the instructors could not take us prisoner.

Jazmyn - The highlight of my camp was when we played Search and Rescue. It was fun because everyone was so scared and I was
just laughing and whenever the enemy spoke into the radio to communicate with our group he said, “I can see you.” This would
make everyone scream and then he would jump out and scare us.

Chevin - My favourite part of camp was playing footy in the ocean with the teachers.
Archie T — My favourite thing on camp was footy in the ocean with the teachers.
Archie M - On camp my favourite activity was Search and Rescue.

Alec - My favourite memory from camp was doing archery.



DanceSport and Reptile Incursion photos



Congratulations to our merit certificate winners:
Jake Perry, Ryan Mackean, Grace Perry, Lottie
Matthews, Alice Oakley, Jarvis Noonan, Brody
Ryan and Carter Ellison

Well done to all of our students who have
achieved 30 nights of reading: Reeve Noonan,
Grace Perry, Alex Shepherd, Jake Perry, Eli Meyer,
Leeam Viloria, Imogen Perry, Juno Millare,
Daniel Kondonis, James Matthews, Alice Oakley
and Jarvis Noonan

The Year 1/2 Class were acknowledged for the
great job they have done with returning their
Library books on time each week.

Five students have been chosen to be Library
monitors, they have showed enthusiasm and
dedication to showing up each Monday at
lunch time to help Mrs Sumner in the library.
Congratulations on the new roles: Scott
Bilney, Alec Treeby, Jayden Musokeri, Marlie
Matthews and Grace Perry.
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