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wo students supported Marlie and Grace throughout their 
rhpeparations, and congratulations to Marlie and Grace 
for the mature way they approached their preparations 
and g the sacrament on the day.
Gadreceivuaintion and End of Year Mass – Our Year 6 
rGr uation Mass will be held on Tuesday 7th 
Dadecemb
famiAll lies 

er at 4.45pm at St Bernard’s Church. are 
invited to attend this Mass and also our 

E of Year Celebration Mass on Thursday 9th 
nDdecember at 10am. It will be lovely to return to 
uco r 
r
c

h to celebrate these special masses following the 
hCOVID-19 restrictions which have prevented us from 
aull athering in the church.
eg just three weeks of the school year left – our 
schare ool remains as busy as ever, and we are 
forloowkard tingo the end of year celebrations that are 
to com as well as reflecting on some of the events that 
he, ave already taken place.
EDU ATION
SCTE Showcase: The Year 3/4 STEM Showcase held 
at MSt Patrick’s in Katanning last week was a 
sgcr ceseat s. Over 120 students from four schools attended 
au
rnpo

took the opportunity to present their STEM 
jects to each other, as well as the teachers and 

dCEWA officials who were present. We heard about 
t
rhpo

projects, where the ideas had come from, how the 
jects were going

se dents would do
to make a 

difference and what 
the  differently next 
time. 

t
Co

ngratulations to Miss Hewitt and the Year 3/4 
su dents who took part and did a fantastic job 
trpesenting their projects to the visiting audience. 

Y
ue

sterday the students held their own mini-Showcase 
in the classroom when they presented to other 
students a parents. Special mention to the Star Playground 
nteam comprising
dGXyo

oz
eds Viall, loria 
an

 James Smith, Kaylee d Olivia 
Fisher who were nominated 

fkor the National STEM MAD competition, and to the 
moto oss team of Logan Miotti, Katana Webb, ??? 
acr ??? who won the Community section of the 
snowcase day in Katanning. We are looking forward 
tdhnext year’s STEM Challenge and the showcase, 
wo ich I’m sure will go from strength to strength.
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hA

THOLIC IDENTITY Sacrament of 
Reconciliation – This was a lovely celebration 
for our 
P
er

Year Three students, Marlie Matthews and Grace 
ry, and their families. Thank 

you to Fr Gerome who reminded us all of the healing 
power of forgiveness – both to receive and to give. 
Thank you to Miss Hewitt and the Year 3/4 
wo students supported Marlie and Grace throughout their 
rhpeparations, and congratulations to Marlie and Grace 
for the mature way they approached their preparations 
and g the sacrament on the day.
Greceivaduaintion and End of Year Mass – Our Year 6 
rGr uation Mass will be held on Tuesday 7th 
Dadecemb
famiAll lies 

er at 4.45pm at St Bernard’s Church. are 
invited to attend this Mass and also our 

E of Year Celebration Mass on Thursday 9th 
nDdecember at 10am. It will be lovely to return to 
uco r 
r
c

h to celebrate these special masses following the 
hCOVID-19 restrictions which have prevented us from 
aull 
g

athering in the church.

Term 4 - Week 4 - Friday 4th November 2022

Thank you to Miss Hewitt and the Year 3/4 

Dear Parents and Friends,
St Bernard's has been a little quieter this week with our 
Year 5/6 class away at camp in Rottnest. We will have a 
full update in our next newsletter, but it was lovely to 
welcome the students back yesterday and to hear such 
glowing reports of their behaviour - both from their 
teachers and the people they interacted with on camp. As 
always, our students wer great ambassadors for our school 
and did us proud while they were away. Well done, Year 
5/6 class!

School camps could not go ahead without the support of 
staff and parents. My thanks to all our parents who 
assisted with food for the camp, and a very special thank 
you to those staff who attended: Mr Myers, Mrs Marinoni, 
Mrs Atkinson and Ms Taplin. It's a big ask to be away 
from home for four days and on duty 24/7 but we are so 
lucky to have people willing to do that for our students.

Education
Teachers are busily getting ready for end of year reporting 
and handover, gathering data about where students are 
sitting. As well as the usual classroom and learning area 
assessments, students in Years 2-6 are completing 
Progressive Achievement Testing (PAT) in Reading and 
Mathematics. These tests are adaptive, meaning they 
adjust to the student's level of ability as they are taking the 
test. All students are also completing their Brightpath 
writing - this term focusing on the Persuasive text genre. 
The 'hot' writing task, completed after a period of 
classroom instruction, will be analysed against the 'cold' 
writing task, taken at the beginning of this unit, to track 
student progress.
Yesterday it was lovely to see students' learning taken 
outside in celebration of International Outdoor Classroom 
day. There were a range of different activities going on, as 
you will see later in the newsletter.
Catholic Identity
The Sacrament of First Reconciliation was celebrated last 
week with Essie Bell and Elsie Eyres and their families. 
This is a lovely sacrament which focuses on forgiveness - 
seeking it when we have made poor choices, and granting 
it when we have been wronged. Congratulations to Essie 
and Elsie, and my thanks to Miss Hewitt for preparing the 
girls so well.

Community
It is with great pleasure that we welcome new students and 
families to our school this term. Welcome to the Macri 
family - Leo in Year 1 and Vita in Year 3; the Robinson 
family - Montana in Kindy and Socheata in Year 3; and the 
Maunder family - Gypsee in Year 3.
We are also welcoming our 2023 Kindy families at the 
moment, with orientation sessions this week and next week. 
We had guest speakers and a morning tea for parents on 
Wednesday while the children were exploring the K/PP 
classroom with Miss Lock.
Stewardship
We are looking forward to listening to our Year 5 students 
present their leadership speeches in a couple of weeks. This 
is a time when these students step up into the school 
leadership role and we are always very proud of the job they 
do. Meanwhile, our Year 6 students continue to lead the 
school. We have been blessed with a wonderful leadership 
group this year and we will be sad to lose them, but send 
them on their way to high school confident they will 
continue to be amazing role models.
Take care and God Bless,
Mrs Marino.



Year 3 & 4 Class

It has been an extremely busy start to Term 4 in the Year 3/4 class. We started the term with Dance 
Sport with every student having a go at the different dance routines. It was amazing how well everyone 
remembered their dances when it was time to put it all together at the concert. This term we have also 
celebrated Elsie and Essie completing the Sacrament of First Reconciliation which was a lovely 
celebration for the girls and their families. 
Week Two was another very exciting week as we travelled to Albany for our overnight camp. The two 
days were filled with fun activities and the class made lots of memories together. The first day we 
stopped in Mt Barker for morning tea and a play before travelling to Albany Indoor Adventures. 
Students completed ninja courses, rock climbing and mini golf activities - the teachers and parents even 
had a go at running up the warped wall! Then we travelled to Mt Clarence where we ate lunch and 
explored all the old guns and bunkers as well as enjoy the amazing view of the Albany inlet from the 
lookout. Middleton beach was our next stop and the students didn’t let the rain ruin their time playing 
footy and building sandcastles. We then travelled to St Joseph’s College and students set up their beds 
in the gymnasium, got rid of some more energy, and then settled in for pizza and the talent show. This 
year’s show was filled with great acts including singing, dancing, comedy and basketball skills. 
On day two we had some extremely early risers! We packed up our beds and bags, had breakfast and a 
play, and then headed off to Camp Quaranup for our shelter building activity. Students were shown 
two different rope knots and were placed into groups, each with two tarps, four ropes and one peg. 
Using these materials and anything they could find in the bush they had to build a shelter that would 
provide cover from rain. It was already raining but that didn’t stop the students from constructing 
some amazing shelters! When the time was up, the students had to sit in their shelter and have water 
poured on top of the tarp to test it out. It was very impressive to see everyone working well together and 
coming up with some creative ways of using the natural materials around them. After this we drove to 
the Albany wind farm where we ate lunch and saw the huge wind turbines. On the way back we 
stopped again to finish off the food for afternoon tea in Mt Barker, before singing our camp song all the 
way back to school. Thank you to all the students for their amazing behaviour on camp, to Lachie and 
Justin, our parent helpers, and to Mrs Marinoni for being our amazing bus driver!
Thank you to all the parents helping with morning reading and times tables practice this term. We still 
have lots of events happening in class and as a whole school, and we are looking forward to the rest of 
Term 4. 
Miss Hewitt



Outdoor Classroom Day & Bush School Pre-Kindy

St Bernard's once again celebrated the 
International Outdoor Classroom Day on 
Thursday 3rd November with all classes 
taking their learning outside for some or 
part of the day.

Students completed a variety of different 
activities and had lots of fun in the great 
outdoors.

On Friday 21st October we welcomed the 
first group of students for our Bush School 
Pre-Kindy morning. We have 16 students 
enrolled in this program which sees the 
students spend the morning in our Bush 
School area with teachers Mrs Matthews 
and Mrs Sumner.

Story hats in K/PP

A human bar graph in Year 3/4

Excavating ice flowers in Bush Kindy

Bush Kindy explorations!



Thank you to Elders, Kojonup

Merit Award Winners

Thank you to Elders, Kojonup, for donating sausages and buns for the 
Year 5/6 camp fundraiser sausage sizzle in Term 3.

Also, thank you for the donation of sausages and buns for our St 
Bernard's Feast Day, and the use of the Elders barbeque on the day.

We greatly appreciate your support!

Congratulations!
Fiona Rose, Evie Millar, Socheata Va, Vita Macri, Chevin Noonan

Year 3/4 Class
Year 5/6 Class
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Dear Parents and Friends,

Thank you for the lovely, warm welcome back to St Bernard’s after my Long Service Leave in Term 3. I had a wonderful break, but I am very happy to be back and looking forward to Term 4.

Last Friday, Mrs Matthews, Mrs Sumner and I had the pleasure of attending the CEWA Quality Catholic Education Awards at the Hyatt Ballroom in Perth. St Bernard’s was a finalist in the Stewardship category for its Bush School and Jnr. Stars Kindy initiative and we were thrilled to be announced the winners! With 79 schools entering the awards this year, this was no mean feat, and our school was one of only two country schools featuring in the awards and the smallest by far. Well done, St Bernard’s!

A video outlining our award submission was shown at the awards ceremony and this can be viewed on our website at {insert website video link here}. I wasn’t sure if an acceptance speech would be needed, but I had one prepared and would like to share some parts of it with you – it acknowledges some people who were very important to our win!

The idea for Bush School came about as a practical way to get our Pre Primary students out of their room so that we could begin our 3 year old program, in a bid to introduce more families to our school and what it has to offer, hopefully leading to more enrolments. I would like to thank three groups of people for turning that idea into such a successful venture. 



Firstly, the amazing EC teaching team at SB’s, and especially our Bush School teacher, Mrs Sue Sumner, and our 3yo Kindy teacher, Mrs Melissal Matthews. These two wonderful EC educators bring such expertise, skill and passion to their roles and I am constantly in awe of how they apply the craft of teaching to mould and shape the learning of the young lives they lead. 



Secondly, our incredibly supportive school community which took the slightly crazy idea of a Bush School to their heart and gave it their full and enthusiastic backing. While it may not have been such a big leap for our farming families, to see it embraced by our CALD and townie families has been wonderful. 



And finally, our Bush School students whose love for learning in the bush inspires us every day. There is nothing better than to head out to Bush School and see our students using their critical and creative thinking skills to problem solve and push the boundaries of their knowledge and understanding in God’s amazing outdoor classroom. And, of course, their capacity to find dirt and mud - and to cover themselves in it - is a constant source of wonder and joy. 



Finally, I’m pleased to let you know that, as of next week, our 3 year old enrolments sit at 22, and also our new initiative of Bush School Pre Kindy on Friday mornings begins with 16 enrolments.

Term 4 has started at a cracking pace with Dancesport, Book Fair, the Kojonup Show and the Year 3/4 camp already happening. Next week we celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation with our Year 3 students – please keep our candidates Essie Bell, Elsie Eyres and ??? and their families in your thoughts and prayers. Finally, a reminder that our school and parish will host the annual Rosary Rally on Sunday starting at 9am with Mass and Benediction, followed by morning tea at the school and the Rosary Rally in front of the grotto. Please join us if you can.

Take care and God Bless,

Mrs Marino.



