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Dear Parent and Carers,
Welcome to our first newsletter for Term 3. I would like to start by saying
how much I am enjoying my time at St Bernard’s School. After spending the
last year eighteen months supporting 23 primary schools in the Perth
metropolitan area and, prior to that, being principal of two primary schools, I
have a fairly wide insight into what makes a school a good school. I can
honestly say that St Bernard’s is not only a good school, but a great school
with committed educators, happy children and supportive parents. The
children who attend this school are indeed blessed and I am very much
looking forward to the rest of my time here.

EDUCATION
Literacy: Students across the school are continuing to work towards

improving their writing skills. The focus during the first half of this term is
writing to inform and this will be followed later in the term with writing to
persuade. St Bernard’s uses the Brightpath Assessment process to plot student
progress based on their performance in cold and hot tasks. On Wednesday,
teachers from Years 1- 6 met to carry out a moderation exercise based on this
week’s task. Please feel free to make a time to chat to your child’s teacher if
you would like to know more about this. Thank you to Mrs Venables for
leading this area of literacy.
Enrichment and STEM: Congratulations to Miss Hewitt and our Year 3/4
class who have been selected to represent the Bunbury Diocese of Catholic
Education Western Australia in the 2022 STEM MAD National Competition.
The students made two submissions, Rubbish Chomping Whale and Sensored
Musical Bin with both being selected for the National Competition. Miss
Hewitt and her students are now busy refining their submissions and making
new videos for STEM MAD. We wish them well.
Great Southern Network (GSN): PP – Year 2 teachers from St Joseph’s
College Albany, St Matthew’s Narrogin and St Patrick’s Katanning, held their
first meeting for this semester at St Bernard’s on Wednesday 20th July and
spent the day working with consultants from the Catholic Education Office on
integrating an inquiry process into the teaching of mathematics. The group
particularly benefitted from the expertise of Ben Saulsmann, Math Specialist at
CEWA who will continue to support the network for the remainder of the year.
Teachers are now busy putting ideas into practice and I had the pleasure of
seeing this in action in Mrs Venables room last Monday when her students
took part in a terrific math’s activity. Thank you to all involved. A special
‘thank you’ to the staff at Country Kitchen who catered on the day.
Bush School: The St Bernard’s model is making itself known beyond the
Great Southern, with an experienced primary school principal from Perth
arranging to visit St Bernard’s next week with a view to putting a similar
model in place. All the research points to the importance of building the skills
of cooperation, resilience and grit in our little people in order for them to be
able to thrive as they move through the more formal years of schooling.
NAPLAN: With NAPLAN completed for another year, we now wait for
reports. While NAPLAN has its place in the assessment process, it is
important to keep in mind that it is a very summative assessment based on a
child’s performance on a given day.
BRLA: Students in Year 3 and Year 5 will take part in the Bishops’
Religious Literacy Assessment during the coming week. The format is very
similar to NAPLAN and is held yearly. Both year groups had practice tests
this week.

CATHOLIC IDENTITY
Making Jesus Real (MJR). Thank you to Year 6 students Josh and

Alexander who are continuing to lead MJR at our school. The focus for the
week ahead is DTRT (Do The Right Thing) and Week 4 GBB (Good, Better,
Best). We also continue the practice of Good Morning Monday, Thank You
Tuesday, Winking Wednesday, Thumbs Up Thursday and High Five Friday.

Sacrament of First Eucharist. Children in Year Four will celebrate their

First Eucharist later this term. Fr Marlon will officiate at the sacramental Mass on
Sunday 11 September, at 8.30am followed by cutting of the cake in the school
staff room afterwards. All families, Catholic or non-Catholic are invited to take
part in this special celebration.
Baptism. It is not unusual for catholic parents to wait a little while before
baptising their child. If you have a school age child and would like to know more
about how to go about this, please make a time to see me or email me at
susan.scanlon@cewa.edu.au.

COMMUNITY
Welcome: St Bernard’s is thrilled to welcome the Chahal and Falls families to

our school community. We welcome Gurarpan to our Year Two class and Kristy
to our Year Four class. We trust they will enjoy their time at this wonderful
school.
Multicultural Evening: Thank you to everyone who helped make last night’s
Multicultural Evening a great success. It was a pleasure to meet so many
students, parents and friends from different parts of this wonderful world of ours.
To the parents who provided delicious food for all of us to share and to the
students and families who shared their heritage stories – Thank You! As you
would know, an event as successful as last night’s, only occurs when a special
person is dedicated enough to make it happen. Mrs Atkinson is that special
person and we say a very special thank you to her. Thank you also to Mrs Davies
and Mrs Gardiner for helping to set up and generously giving their time to cook a
mountain of sausages, and to everyone else who helped out during the evening.
Finally, a very big thank you to the P&F for their contribution to the evening, in
particular, Chloe Noonan, Libby Rose, Marju Rutherford, Kelly Perry and
Aleighia Dixon-Barclay. You are all wonderful!
P&F: Our hard-working group of parents held their first meeting for Term 3 last
Friday. The Parents and Friends are an integral part of the school community and
their vision and hard work provide many opportunities for all children at our
school. Meetings are held at 9am and little people are welcome to attend. Busy
Bees and special events are currently being planned with a wide range of skills
from carpentry to baking required. Further information, including minutes of
meetings will be available on School Stream and the P&F Facebook page. In
relation to this, it is now time to start planning the 2023 Good and Services
Auction A meeting will be held on Thursday, 25th August, 2022 at 6pm in the
staff room at St Bernard’s to form a committee to lead this event. As those of you
familiar to the school would know, the Auction is a great event and a significant
fund-raiser for our school. All are welcome to attend.

STEWARDSHIP
COVID 19 Resurgence and new variant: All education sectors within WA

have come together to encourage parents, staff and students to wear masks in all
situations where social distancing is not possible. A letter addressed to parents
was uploaded to the School Stream on Wednesday 20th July. With a third wave
predicted to peak in mid-August, now is a good time to have a chat with your
child about wearing a mask in class.
RATS: Surplus Rapid Antigen Tests are available from the office for parents to
take home. A further 20 tests per students are due to arrive at the school during
the coming weeks and will be distributed to families as per our instructions from
Catholic Education Western Australia.
Have a lovely weekend everyone even if, as the forecast predicts, it is cold
and windy!
Mrs Scanlon

Outdoor Classroom Day

Although International Outdoor Classroom Day is in November, St
Bernard’s decided to hold another Outdoor Classroom Day in
Semester One, giving us the opportunity to light a fire to cook damper
and make some serious mud in the mudpit!
This day was held on the last Tuesday of Term Two and was a great
success. The students spent all day outside moving to a different
activity every 30 minutes. As well as the damper cooking and the
mudpit, there was cubby building, mud kitchen cooking, a ropes
activity and an obstacle course.
At the end of the day all the students took part in a scavenger hunt,
taking photos of the objects they had identified in the clues.
It was a great day, enjoyed by all … and the damper was delicious!
A big thank you to our Bush School teacher, Mrs Sumner, and all the
staff who made this day such fun.

Multicultural Evening

Last night we celebrated the many cultures we
have here at St Bernard's.
The Multicultural Evening was a huge success.
Thank you to the students, staff, families &
friends who shared stories & information about
various countries & cultures.
A special mention to Lexi Greenup who was our
MC throughout the night.
There was an amazing assortment of
delicious traditional food that was shared,
whilst music played throughout the night.
Thank you to everyone who made this
wonderful event possible.
Mrs Atkinson...

Sports News
Kyle Pollard,
Darcie Clayton
&
Olivia Fisher,
Moana Te-Aotonga

Congratulations to our newly appointed Vice Captains for Mercy and McAuley.
Darcie & Olivia will be assisting our Sports Captains, Kyle & Moana, getting students prepared
and practising for our up and coming 2022 Faction Carnival on Friday 2nd September.

Japanese Noodles
Yakisoba Noodles

1 tbsp oil (Avocado or Olive) 1 Large
Red bell pepper
1 Large Carrot
1/2 Bunch of Green onions 1lb
Boneless Chicken
1/2 Small Cabbage
1/2 Large Yellow onion 16oz
Yakisoba noodles

Yakisoba Sauce

2 tsp Sugar
2 tbsp Soy sauce
2 tbsp Oyster sauce
2 tbsp Ketchup
4 tbsp Worcester Sauce

Method

Combine all your Sauce ingredients together.
Prepare your vegetables and cook your noodles as per instructions on
packet.
Cook all your Vegetables in a pan until golden brown.
Cook your chicken in a seperate pan.
Add vegetables in with your chicken, add the sauce and stir to combine.
Add noodles to the mixture, cook for a few more minutes.
SERVE.......

Merit Awards

Whole of the Year 3 & 4 Class

Lanz Viloria, Tama Henderson,
Kristy Falls, Poppy Atkinson,
Scott Bilney, Imogen Perry,
Aurora Kahn & Reeve Noonan

P & F News
Our P & F request your attendance at
a:
Meeting to form the 2023 Goods &
Services Auction Committee
Thursday 25th August 2022, 6.00pm.
In the St Bernard’s Staffroom.

Surplus Uniform Stock
Old style sports jackets in size 8, 10 and 12 are now for sale at $25 each.
Originally, these jackets cost $50 and are being sold off as no matching pants are available. These jackets are
still an accepted part of St Bernard's school uniform and a great bargain at the price.

