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God Bless, 
Mrs Marino

 Newsletter T1, Wk4 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are almost at the halfway point of the term and it is wonderful to see 
how students are settling into routines. Hopefully this long weekend 
provides a chance for an extra rest ready to return for the last six weeks of 
Term One. 

Shrove Tuesday Pancakes and Ash Wednesday Liturgy 

We marked the start of Lent on Wednesday with our school and parish 
communities at an Ash Wednesday liturgy. Lent is a time of preparation for 
Easter and our celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. We try particularly 
hard to be better people and to help others, as Jesus taught, during Lent. 
The cross which is marked on our foreheads with ash during the Ash 
Wednesday liturgy is a physical reminder of our commitment to becoming 
better people. Project Compassion is traditionally supported during Lent 
and students will be bringing home their own box this week. Please 
contribute what you can and send your box back to school at the start of 
next term. We marked Shrove Tuesday with pancakes at recess made with 
the help of Mrs Davies and Mrs Smart. Yummy! 

Swimming Carnival 

Our Swimming Carnival was a fabulous day, enjoyed by all. Our students 
excelled themselves, both in their behaviour and in their participation and 
support of each other on the day. Special thanks to Mrs Peta Marinoni, our 
Physical Education teacher, for organising and running the carnival, and to 
all staff and parent helpers. Please see a full update later in this newsletter 
and more photos on our website. 

Circus Incursion 

The Circus incursion and workshop last week was a fantastic opportunity 
for our students to try out some new skills such as juggling, plate spinning 
and human pyramid-building! It was amazing to see our students working 
together to create human towers and developing their skills of 
collaboration, communication, creativity and problem solving as they did 
so. 

Teaching Sprints PD 

Our staff did some learning of their own at a professional development day 
in Perth last week with Dr Simon Breakspear. Teaching Sprints is a 
research-based approach to improving student learning or social/emotional 
outcomes through short, targeted interventions. A key takeaway for me was 
that every person in a school needs to be working at getting better at 
something to do with improving student outcomes every day. 

Learning Acceleration and Enrichment 

Letters to parents went home this week regarding our MiniLit and MaqLit 
intervention programs. St Bernard’s is fortunate to have Mrs Smart and Mrs 
Davies working in these programs in the newly refurbished Snake Room. I 
encourage parents to see these programs as important strategies for 
accelerating student learning and a powerful way that St Bernard’s supports 
our students to succeed. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
see me. 

Support at Home 

As we settle into the term and homework routines become established, I 
would like to urge parents to see themselves as partners in the learning 
process and encourage you to engage fully with homework required. This is 
usually important work such as reading, spelling and Maths and the work 
you do with your child at home plays a huge part in the progress they can 
make at school. Establish a homework routine with your child/children and 
ensure all distractions are turned off during this time so that the best 
possible benefit can be gained. 

New Board members 

Our key parent bodies – the School Board and the P&F – both had their first 
meetings for the year last week. I am grateful to everyone who assists these 
groups, thereby working for the benefit of all our students. I would like to 
particularly mention the Executive members of both organisations: James 
Eyres (Board chairperson), Tim Mathwin (Board secretary), Peter 
Robertson (Board treasurer) and Peter Trethowan (P&F representative to 
the Board); Leonie Smith (P&F chairperson), Ebony Macri (P&F secretary) 
and Liz Robertson (P&F treasurer). I would also like to especially 
acknowledge our new Board member, Mrs Kate Clayton. It is awesome to 
have her working with the Board. 

Sickness 

Finally, we have had a large number of sick children away from school. 
Please read the influenza fact sheets posted on the Connected App and keep 
sick children home to lessen the chance of spreading infections in class. 

Enjoy the long weekend! 
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Swimming Carnival 2020
The St Bernard’s Swimming Carnival was held on Friday 14th 
February. After a windy and overcast start to the day, the weather for 
the remainder of the carnival was perfect. Our students displayed 
amazing talent throughout the day and there were many comments 
about how their swimming skills had improved from the previous 
year.  Well done to all the students who participated in the races and 
the games - it was fantastic to see even the reluctant swimmers with
big smiles on their faces as they finished.

Congratulations to the Swimming Carnival Champions who were
Intermediate Champion Girl- Poppy Atkinson; runner-up – Olivia 
Fisher.
Intermediate Champion Boy – Deekin Tunui; runner-up – Charlie 
Thorn.
Senior Champion Girl – Chaaya Jury; runner-up – Charlize Guidi.
Senior Champion Boy – Oscar Fisher, runner-up – Will Sibley.

Thank you to all the helpers on the day, including staff, parents, our 
Faction Captains, Ruben Stansbury and Oscar Fisher, and all our 
wonderful senior students who were so willing to help the younger 
children in their races and games. A special thank you to Gavin, 
Kojonup Pool Manager, for all his help in preparing for the day; and 
to our Physical Education teacher, Peta Marinoni, for organising and 
running a fantastic swimming carnival.

Please visit our Website and Gallery for more pictures.
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Ash wednesday

Shrove Tuesday

Shrove Tuesday is the day before Lent. It was traditionally a 
day where people cleaned out their pantries in preparation for 
the start of fasting during Lent. Pancakes were made to use up 
flour, sugar, milk and eggs. Today we eat pancakes to mark 
Shrove Tuesday and also spend some time thinking about 
Lenten promises we will make for the season of Lent. 

Ash Wednesday marks the start of the Church season of 
Lent which lasts for 40 days. At our Ash Wednesday 
liturgy our foreheads are marked by the Sign of the Cross 
in ashes - a reminder for us to live as Jesus taught and to 
be sorry for all the things we have done wrong to family, 
friends and God.



Assembly Achievements

LETS CELEBRATE - Hip Hip Hooray! - 

Birthday   messages
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Congratulations to this week's Merit Certificate Winners - 

Congratulations
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Xavier Coffey Feb 18th
Codi Trethowan Feb 24th
Noah Sanders Feb 28th
Elsie Eyres  March 3rd
James Smith  March 9th
Quinn Melling March 9th

Georgie Matthews, David DeGuzman, Grace Perry, Charlize Guidi and Charlie Thorn.
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