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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS
Dear Parents and Carers,

STEWARDSHIP (Accountability)

A very warm welcome back to all families and
students for Term 4 - and what a great way to
start the term with Dancesport. Nothing beats
Dancesport Week at St Bernard’s - there is a
lovely, happy vibe in the air and everyone
shimmies and bops around the school with a
smile on their face!

The NSI School Climate Survey was
completed last term with responses from 29
of our 43 families. This is a great result and I
thank everyone who took the opportunity to
give us feedback by completing the survey.
The final reports of all the surveys – parents,
staff and students - have been received and
will be analysed and a summary report
provided to families soon.

EDUCATION (Learning)
The wonderful thing about activities such as
Dancesport are that they are not just fun but
have a real and lasting impact on children’s
learning. This week we have watched students
overcome their inhibitions and shyness, develop
perseverance and persistence, collaborate and
co-operate with each other, encourage and
support their peers, as well as master tricky
dance steps and co-ordinate hands, feet and
brains in the higher order learning opportunities
that activities such as Dancesport present.
We are extremely fortunate at St Bernard’s that
we have the support of our wonderful P&F to
ensure activities are able to be offered alongside
the expectations and requirements for us to
meet the demands of the traditional curriculum.
Many thanks to the P&F again for their donation
which makes Dancesport possible.
COMMUNITY (Engagement)
Members of our school community came
together on Tuesday to meet with consultant
Jeff Thorne in the first step of writing our
strategic plan for 2019-2023. This was a great
opportunity to consider the ‘big picture’ drivers
that will direct our school’s progress into the
future. In looking at our strengths, challenges
and opportunities we began to paint the picture
of how we would like our school to look in five
years’ time and beyond.
Jeff will soon have the first draft of our new
strategic plan available for consideration. My
sincere thanks to everyone who took part so
enthusiastically in this first round of the process.

Feedback is a critical component of the
functioning of any organisation and I
encourage you not to wait for opportunities
such as the school climate survey to give your
feedback. Classroom and specialist teachers
are always happy to talk with parents, and
my door is always open. Please feel welcome
to have a conversation at any time.

TERM DATES
WEEK 2
Monday 21st Oct - Little Stars
Playgroup 9 -11am
Tuesday 22nd Oct – Kindy
Orientation
Wednesday 23rd Oct –
Thursday 24th Oct –
Friday 25th Oct- Merit Assembly &

CATHOLIC IDENTITY (Discipleship)
We are excited this Sunday to celebrate the
Sacrament of Confirmation with our
candidate Marietta Diallo and her family and
friends. This is a very special time in the faith
journey of our children – a time when they
step up to take on the joys and challenges of
being part of the Catholic Church
community as a young adult in their own
right.
The Year 6 students attended a sacramental
retreat with Mrs Sue Barton from the
Bunbury diocese on Wednesday. Mrs Barton
not only relayed how well behaved and
respectful our students were, but also how
engaged and thoughtful they were
throughout the workshop. Well done, Year
6’s!
Congratulations to Marietta, Mel and Riyana,
and their wider circle of family and friends –
please join us on Sunday at 8.30am in the
Church to help celebrate this special
occasion if you are able.
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Year 5/6 Item
CRICKET Clinic
Sunday 27th Oct -ROSARY RALLY
WEEK 3
Monday 28th Oct - Little Stars
Playgroup 9 -11am
Tuesday 29th Oct - Kindy
Orientation
Wednesday 30th Oct –
Thursday 31st Oct – All Saints Day
( School Mass)
Newsletter
Friday 1st Nov – All Souls Day
HOCKEY clinic

A warm welcome to our new family:
Andre and Vivicka Kahn and
daughters Adrianna (Year 2) and
Aurora (Kindy next year). The St
Bernard’s school community welcomes
you to Kojonup and our school.

Finally, we look forward to seeing you at the
Dancesport evening tonight and at the
Kojonup Show tomorrow. Be sure to try your
luck at the P&F chocolate toss stand. Many
thanks to our P&F members who will also be
manning the sponge toss and sandpit play for
children.
God Bless,
Sharon Marino

SCHOOL NEWS

Year 6 students attended the retreat for the Sacrament of Confirmation
with Mrs Sue Barton on Wednesday. Well done for your respectful and
active participation! Best wishes, Marietta, for the sacrament which will
take place this Sunday at 8.30am.

MERIT AWARD WINNERS
Merit Award winners;

Riyana Diallo, Reagan Goodall Olivia Fisher, Moana Te Aotonga, Whole Pre Primary
class!

Green Slip Awards: Congratulations!
Xavier Coffey x 2 Awesome Effort Xavier!
Travis Goodall
Oscar Fisher

Kindy Orientation

TERM DATES – Monday 14th October – Friday 13th December 2019
P & F News - NEXT MEETING – Thursday 14th November @ 9am
CSIRO Dental screening check-up – for those students that had the initial screening this year, you will be
invited to a final and quick dental check-up by an experienced dental practitioner in late November 2019. We
will keep you updated when a date becomes known to us.
CSIRO also donated a take home dental pack, consisting of toothbrush, toothpaste and educational material
from Colgate Australia, that were given to the students on Wednesday to keep.
PHOTO GALLERIES UPDATED ON SCHOOL WEBSITE – TO SEE MORE OF WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING
AROUND SCHOOL PLEASE CHECK OUT THE ST BERNARD’S WEBPAGE. (Galleries/Event Galleries)

63RD Rosary Rally
St Bernard’s Catholic community extends an invitation to all who wish to attend the 63rd Rosary Rally which
will be held on Sunday, 27th October.

The day will commence with the celebration of Mass at 10.30am and Benediction at the church followed by
a BYO picnic lunch in the school grounds. Tea and coffee will be available.

The Rosary will be recited in front of St Bernard’s Marion grotto at 1.00p.m., after which afternoon tea will be
provided.

Could our School Community assist in providing cut flowers and foliage
from your gardens to help decorate the Grotto for our Rosary Rally.
Dropped off to school late next week would be wonderful.

VAC SWIM
Enrol now for VacSwim summer holiday swimming lessons!
With swimming pools and beaches a big part of the Western Australian lifestyle, it’s essential that your
children learn how to swim and stay safe in the water.
VacSwim is for all children - from beginners to more advanced swimmers. Your children can start as young
as five years old.
There are over 180 VacSwim locations around Western Australia, so wherever your family is spending
these summer holidays, there will be lessons near you.
Enrol your children in VacSwim now at education.wa.edu.au/swimming.

COMMUNITY NEWS
ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE ALBANY
St Joseph’s College is a growing Three-Year Old to Year Twelve co-educational school providing a quality
Catholic education in Albany and the Great Southern District. Applications and expressions of interest
are invited from families wishing their child to attend the College in 2020. for the following:
Middle (Years Seven to Year Nine) and Senior (Year Ten to Year Twelve) Schools
•
•
•

Year Seven.
Limited vacancies exist in other grades from Year Eight to Year Twelve.
The College has twenty-four beds available at the Albany Residential College for students in Year Seven to Year
Twelve residing in the Great Southern.
Would your son or daughter benefit from the ‘St Joseph’s experience’?

St Joseph’s College is a low fee school with generous reductions for family enrolments, Health Card Holders, students
residing at the Albany Residential College or any family regardless of income wishing their child to attend our College.
You may be surprised at how low our fees are. Families are to be supportive of the Christian ethos; it is not essential
to be Catholic.
___________________________________________________

OTHER DATES TO NOTE;
Kojonup Blue Light Disco dates for 2019 –29th November 2019
Kojonup Homework Helpers –Tuesdays, 3-4pm in the Shire Library
Dental check-ups and examinations are NOW DUE - School Dental Service, Katanning Dental Therapy Centre,
Located at Katanning Primary School - Open Monday to Friday 8am- 4pm, Call 0400612364 to make an
appointment
Foster caring...it’s not just the child’s life that changes!
Do you enjoy looking after kids?
Do you want to make a difference in a child’s life?
If so, you may want to consider foster care. The Department of Communities - Child Protection and Family
Support Katanning Office is looking for foster carers who can provide a loving home to babies, young or older
children for short and long periods of time.
Please contact Chung Siew on 08 9841 0777 or chungsiew.beh@communities.wa.gov.au for more information.
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